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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 
Applicant's election without traverse of Group I in the reply filed on 8/24/2005 is 
acknowledged. 

Claims 23-35 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1.142(b) as 
being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or linking claim. 
Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 8/24/2005. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 1,8-10, 12 and 19-20 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

• Claim 1 functionally recites the "connecting rod" and "unit" such that they do not 
constitute positively recited structure but rather elements only intended to be used 
with the "clamp" during "fire testing" (emphasis added). Dependant claims 8-10 
positively recite the above-mentioned structure. The applicant should either amend 
claim 1 to positively recite the structure or amend the dependent claims to conform 
the intended use language of claim 1 . For purposes of examination, the examiner has 
considered the dependent claims without combination. 

• Claims 12 and 19-20 are similarly objected to. 

Appropriate correction is required. For puiposes of examining the instant invention, the 
examiner has assumed these corrections have been made. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in tins or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-4, 6-15 and 17-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Takizawa (U.S. Patent 5,116,193). 

Claim 1. Takizawa discloses (fig.5) a clamp (12), the clamp comprising: an outer surface 
(outer surface of 12), first (left end of 12) and second (right end of 12) ends and a through-hole 
(hollow portion of 1 2) provided between the first and second ends constructed and arranged to 
receive a rod; wherein the clamp is adapted to substantially center the rod within a hole in a unit 
through which the rod is inserted (in as much as the applicant's clamp is so adapted). 
Furthermore, the clamp is fully capable of meeting the preamble limitation of being intended for 
use in connecting a rod to a unit for use in fire spread testing of the unit. 

Claim 2. Takizawa discloses the clamp of claim 1 , wherein the outer surface of the 
clamp includes a tapered portion (tapered portion of 12) converging toward one of the ends (right 
end). 

Claim 3. Takizawa discloses the clamp of claim 2, wherein the through-hole has a 
diameter and the tapered portion converges toward one of the ends to substantially (but not 
exactly) the same diameter as the through-hole. 

Claim 4. Takizawa discloses the clamp of claim 2, wherein the tapered portion of the 
clamp includes a frustoconical shape (frustoconical shape of 12). 
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Claim 6. Takizawa discloses the clamp of claim 2, wherein the through-hole and tapered 
portion of the clamp are substantially centered with respect to one another. 

Claim 7. Takizawa discloses the clamp of claim 2, wherein at least a part of the tapered 
portion of the clamp is adapted (via its tapered shape) to fit within a hole of a unit into which a 
rod is inserted to substantially center a rod within the hole of the unit. 

Claim 8. Takizawa discloses the clamp of claim 1 , wherein the clamp is fully capable of 
meeting the functional limitation of being intended to be used with a rod wherein the through- 
hole has a cross-section that is substantially the same size as the rod. 

Claim 9. Takizawa discloses the clamp of claim 8, wherein the clamp is fully capable of 
meeting the functional limitation of being intended to be used with a hole in a unit wherein the 
hole in the unit has a cross-section that is greater than the cross-sections of the through-hole and 
rod. 

Claim 10. Takizawa discloses the clamp of claim 9, wherein the clamp is fully capable of 
meeting the functional limitation of being intended to be used with a hole in a unit wherein the 
outer surface of the clamp includes a tapered portion converging toward one of the ends, the end 
having a cross-section of a size between the cross-section of the hole in the unit and the cross- 
sections of the through-hole and rod. 

Claim 11. Takizawa discloses the clamp of claim 1, further comprising: an opening (122) 
provided in the outer surface, the opening extending to and intersecting the through-hole, 
wherein the clamp may be secured to a rod at a desired position by providing a fastener in the 
opening. 
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Claim 12. Takizavva discloses (fig. 5) a clamp (12), the clamp comprising: an outer 
surface (outer surface of 12), first (left end of 12) and second (right end of 12) ends and a 
through-hole (hollow portion of 12) provided between the first and second ends constructed and 
arranged to receive a rod; wherein the clamp is adapted to substantially block a hole in the unit 
through which the rod is inserted (in as much as the applicant's clamp is so adapted). 
Furthermore, the clamp is fully capable of meeting the preamble limitation of being intended for 
use in connecting a rod to a unit for use in fire spread testing of the unit. 

Claim 13. Takizawa discloses the clamp of claim 12, wherein the outer surface of the 
clamp includes a tapered portion (tapered portion of 12) converging toward one of the ends (right 
end). 

Claim 14. Takizawa discloses the clamp of claim 13, wherein the through-hole has a 
, diameter and the tapered portion converges toward one of the ends to substantially (but not 
exactly) the same diameter as the through-hole. 

Claim 1 5. Takizawa discloses the clamp of claim 13, wherein the tapered portion of the 
clamp includes a frustoconical shape (frustoconical shape of 12). 

Claim 17. Takizawa discloses the clamp of claim 13, wherein the through-hole and 
tapered portion of the clamp are substantially centered with respect to one another. 

Claim 18. Takizawa discloses the clamp of claim 13, wherein at least a part of the 
tapered portion of the clamp is adapted (via its tapered shape) to fit within a hole of a unit into 
which a rod is inserted to substantially center a rod within the hole of the unit. 
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Claim 19. Takizavva discloses the clamp of claim 12, wherein the clamp is fully capable 
of meeting the functional limitation of being intended to be used with a rod wherein the through- 
hole has a cross-section that is substantially the same size as the rod. 

Claim 20. Takizawa discloses the clamp of claim 19, wherein the clamp is fully capable 
of meeting the functional limitation of being intended to be used with a hole in a unit wherein the 
hole in the unit has a cross-section that is greater than the cross-sections of the through-hole and 
rod. 

Claim 21 . Takizawa discloses the clamp of claim 20, wherein the clamp is fully capable 
of meeting the functional limitation of being intended to be used with a hole in a unit wherein the 
outer surface of the clamp includes a tapered portion converging toward one of the ends, the end 
having a cross-section of a size between the cross-section of the hole in the unit and the cross- 
sections of the through-hole and rod. 

Claim 22. Takizawa discloses the clamp of claim 12, further comprising: an opening 
(122) provided in the outer surface, the opening extending to and intersecting the through-hole, 
wherein the clamp may be secured to a rod at a desired position by providing a fastener in the 
opening. 

Claims 1, 2, 5, 12, 13 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Bemosky (U.S. Patent 4,958,796). 

Claim 1. Bemosky discloses (figs.l, 2a) a clamp (10), the clamp comprising: an outer 
surface (outer surface of 10), first (top end of 10) and second (bottom end of 10) ends and a 
through-hole (20) provided between the first and second ends constructed and arranged to 
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receive a rod; wherein the clamp is adapted to substantially center the rod within a hole in a unit 
through which the rod is inserted (in as much as the applicant's clamp is so adapted). 
Furthermore, the clamp is fully capable of meeting the preamble limitation of being intended for 
use in connecting a rod to a unit for use in fire spread testing of the unit. 

Claim 2. Bemosky discloses the clamp of claim 1 , wherein the outer surface of the clamp 
includes a tapered portion (tapered portion of 10) converging toward one of the ends (bottom 
end). 

Claim 5. Bemosky discloses the clamp of claim 2, wherein the tapered portion of the 
clamp has a varied angle of slope (at curved tapered portions of 10). 

Claim 1 2. Bemosky discloses (figs. 1 , 2a) a clamp (10), the clamp comprising: an outer 
surface (outer surface of 10), first (top end of 10) and second (bottom end of 12) ends and a 
through-hole (22) provided between the first and second ends constructed and arranged to 
receive a rod; wherein the clamp is adapted to substantially block a hole in the unit through 
which the rod is inserted (in as much as the applicant's clamp is so adapted). Furthermore, the 
clamp is fully capable of meeting the preamble limitation of being intended for use in connecting 
a rod to a unit for use in fire spread testing of the unit. 

Claim 13. Bemosky discloses the clamp of claim 1 2, wherein the outer surface of the 
clamp includes a tapered portion (tapered portion of 10) converging toward one of the ends 
(bottom end). 

Claim 16. Bemosky discloses the clamp of claim 13, wherein the tapered portion of the 
clamp has a varied angle of slope (at curved tapered portions of 10). 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicants 
disclosure. 

Referring to clamps: 

McConnell U.S. Patent 4,576,501 
Andrews U.S. Patent 4,896,892 
Ozagir U.S. Patent 4,972,545 
Aulie U.S. Patent 5,139,524 
Furnish U.S. Patent 5,489,290 
MullerU.S. Patent 6,142,485 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Victor MacArthur whose telephone number is (571) 272-7085. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am - 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on (571) 272-7087. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3600. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
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applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197. 

VLM 

October 20, 2005 





DANIEL P. ST0D0LA 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINE^ 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 360r 



